Reporterl.i

festyle

LONG BRANCH REPORTER /[ ASBURY PARK PRESS THURSDAY, MAY 12, 2045

Paint 1t Black
now on exhibit

BY VINCE MILLER
Staff Writer

A dozen artists from the Mew
York and Philadelphia areas be-
lieve in the saving "black is
beantifnl," and are exhibiting
thelr works to show why.

The show, sponsored by the
—_  Shore Insti-
LONG BRANCH tute of the
R 1

Arts, is called
Paint it Black, and runs
through June 4 at the institute,
20 Third Ave,, Long Branch.

Doug Ferrari, show curator
and executive director of the in-
stituwte, points out that in West.
ern culture, black has long been
aszociated with the negative —
evil, sim, woids, depravity and
the sinister. Paint it Black, he
sAys, demonsivates that artists
who st a predominantly black
palette draw out of that void is-
sues of purification, spiritual
values and racial dentities,

Participating artist Lars
Strandh said the color black
“slows things down in today's
fast-paced world. It's simplistic
. - - (it} repregents stillness and
PE&E-’G."

Strandh, who was born in
Sweden and lives in Oslo, Nor-
way, is visiting in the area to
take part in the show, which
began with a reception attended
by about 100 people April 239,

Other events include a Black
Party at the newly opened
MeLoone's Pler House, Pier Vil-

lage, from & to 9 p.m. today.
Diress for the $50-per-ticket
fund-ralser is “artfully black.”
Ferrari, whose organization
will benefit from the event, ex-
plains that it doesn™t mean for-
mal, hut perhaps an item or two
of hlack clothing.

Strandh also is to be on hand
for a panel discussion by partic-
ipating artists at 7 p.m. May 19,

Strandh, 44, has been paint-
ing for 15 years. While he nses
five or slx other acrylic colors,
Strandh prefers black to ex-
press his sentiments in a paint-
ng.

“Tt"s almost like a haven for
me — g retreat,” Strandh said of
the calor,

His works are among the 24
on the walls of the art gallery,
which includes four pleces in
ofl by Haren Gunderson, Mew
York,

Two are called "Rounding the
Cape.” When viewsd up close
and without light, there is no
doubt that the works are en-
tirely black. With light shining
on them, howeyer, the light re-
flecting on Gunderson's deep
brush strokes gives the appear-
ance of whitecaps on the ocean.

Visitors may view the exhibit
from 1 to § p.m. Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Sundays, and
firom 11 a.m. to 11 pon. Fridays
and Saturdays. The gallery is
closed Mondays and Toesdays,

Information is available by
telephoning (T32) 263-1121 ar vis-
iting werw. sica.org on the Web.




